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The numbers presented in this brief are based on the EAPPOV database. EAPPOV is a database of socio-economic statistics constructed using microdata from household 

surveys in the East Asia and the Pacific (EAP) region and is managed by the East Asia & Pacific Team for Statistical Development (EAPTSD). As of April 2017, the collection 

includes 19 countries and 78 surveys. Harmonized surveys in the EAPPOV database are compiled into 4 modules following Global Monitoring Database (GMD) 

Harmonization guidelines. A subset of the harmonized variables form the basis of the GMD collection, including the welfare aggregate which is used for Global Poverty 

Monitoring. Terms of use of the data adhere to agreements with the original data producers. 

Data availability in Lao PDR is a challenge. The Lao Expenditure and Consumption Survey is the primary source of poverty data. It is conducted every 5 years, the latest 

being in 2012/13. The quality of the data is relatively good but access is highly restricted. Most people, including government agencies, only receive 60% of the data at best; 

often data must be purchased. National poverty is estimated using the cost of basic needs approach, with household welfare measured using consumption data collected 

using a 30-day diary. The consumption aggregate partially includes durables and excludes housing rent. Both the consumption aggregate and poverty estimates for the last 

3 rounds of the survey are comparable. The national poverty line has only been updated for cost of living changes since 2002, based on the changes in the cost of the 

poverty basket. The international poverty line estimates are generated from the same consumption aggregate as national estimates, using the CPI to inflate (deflate) the 

2011 PPP based poverty line into the survey year prices. Poverty trends using both the national and international poverty lines are consistent. The point estimates are very 

different however, with those based on the lower middle income class poverty line ($3.2/day in 2011PPP) being more than double the national poverty estimates which are 

instead closer to the International Poverty Line estimates. Imputations for the 2011 PPP conversion factors are a major source of the difference, as Lao PDR uses an 

imputed PPP.

0

1

2

3

4

5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

GDP per capita 
(Thousand)

Poverty rate 
(Percentage)

National Poverty Line Upper Middle IC Line

International Poverty Line Lower Middle IC Line

GDP per capita (US$2011 PPP)

-15

-10

-5

0

5

10

15

Global Shared 
Prosperity Values

0.2

0.3

0.4

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 -100 -50 0 50 100 150 200

International Line

Lower Middle ICL

Upper Middle ICL

Growth Distribution

Shared Prosperity

Shared Prosperity Premium


