
Name	*	
Yogesh	Chawla	
	
Municipality	and	zip	code	where	you	reside	*	
324	Russell	St.	
Madison,	WI	53704	
	
Campaign	Email	Address	
yogesh.chawla.district6@gmail.com	
	
Campaign	website	
https://www.voteyogesh.com	
	
Campaign	Facebook	page	
Yogesh	Chawla	for	Dane	County	Board	
https://www.facebook.com/yogeshfordanecountyboard/	
	
Campaign	Twitter	account	
https://twitter.com/YogeshChawlaWI	
	
1.	What	in	your	professional	and	community	background	qualifies	you	for	this	
elective	office?	
I	have	deep	roots	in	District	6.	I	serve	on	the	SASY	neighborhood	council,	and	on	the	
organizing	committee	of	a	revitalized	Atwoodfest.	As	a	City	of	Madison	Election	
official,	I’ve	registered	voters,	worked	the	polls	at	the	Wil-Mar	Center	and	as	an	
absentee	ballot	courier	for	early	voting	at	Hawthorne	Library.		I	have	volunteered	
for	numerous	local	campaigns	as	a	Progressive	Dane	Steering	Committee	member	
and	former	party	co-chair.			
	
Professionally,	I	am	an	award-winning	public	safety	software	developer.		The	open	
source	software	I	have	written	has	helped	jurisdictions	save	hundreds	of	thousands	
of	dollars	and	thousands	of	staff	hours.			
	
2.	Are	there	additional	steps	Dane	County	should	take	to	ensure	that	
disadvantaged	people	have	access	to	adequate	mental	health	services?	
Dane	County	is	in	desperate	need	of	a	Mental	Health	Crisis	center.		Rather	than	
spend	100	million	on	a	new	jail	to	disproportionally	incarcerate	the	mentally	ill	and	
people	of	color,	we	need	to	treat	a	mental	health	crisis	as	a	public	health,	not	law	
enforcement	issue.		We	need	teams	of	rapid	response	public	heath	professionals	to	
respond	to	a	crisis	outside	of	a	law	enforcement	context.	
	
We	must	immediately	merge	justice	and	health	data	so	we	can	appropriately	
identify	and	treat	people	who	are	seriously	mental	ill	and	booked	into	jail	in	order	to	
increase	staff	and	inmate	safety.			
	



3.	Should	Dane	County	take	any	actions	to	facilitate	countywide	public	transit?	
Please	explain.	
Transportation	is	a	serious	equity	issue	in	Dane	County.		Affordable	housing	is	not	
located	close	to	jobs	and	economic	centers,	and	underserved	and	rural	communities	
are	isolated	by	a	lack	of	transportation	options	and	comprehensive	bus	service.	
	
The	county	must	invest	in	multi-modal	transportation	solutions	that	aren’t	solely	
car-focused	and	expand	bike	routes,	car/van	pools	and	public	transportation.			
	
Dane	County	needs	to	partner	with	Madison	Metro	and	other	municipal	
transportation	entities	to	invest	in	efficient	county	wide	rapid	bus	service.		
Transportation	investments	must	use	an	equity	lens	and	we	should	immediately	
fund	bus	passes	for	SNAP	recipients	and	Beacon	patrons.	
	
4.	Should	the	County	Board	take	steps	to	increase	public	engagement	in	board	
and	committee	deliberations?	If	so,	what	would	you	recommend?	If	not,	why	
not?	
	
Most	county	government	work	is	done	in	committees,	not	on	the	county	board	
floor.		These	committee	meetings	are	not	recorded	and	available	to	the	general	
public.		This	reduces	the	ability	of	our	residents	to	participate	and	leaves	a	gap	in	
accountability.		Modern	streaming	technology	allows	sharing	video	at	the	click	of	a	
button.		I	will	lead	the	charge	to	ensure	committee	meetings	are	recorded	and	
publicly	available.	
	
The	Board	also	limits	the	frequency	of	testimony	at	committee	and	board	meetings.	
Every	constituent	should	be	able	to	testify	at	any	meeting	on	an	agenda	item	within	
a	reasonable	time	limit.	


