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Point of View 
 

Point of view refers to the perspective from which a story is told.  When 
a character in the story is telling the story, it is first-person point of view.  
When the story is told by a narrator outside of the story, it is called third-
person point of view.   
 
Examples: 
First-person point of view: 
When the bus came, I got on, carrying my pink backpack.  It was the first 
day of school, and I was nervous.  I smiled, though, when I saw my best 
friend Kevin sitting in the back. 
 
Third-person point of view: 
When the bus came, Sharon got on, carrying her pink backpack.  It was 
the first day of school, and Sharon was nervous.  She smiled, though, 
when she saw her best friend Kevin sitting in the back. 
 
 
Read each short text.  Determine if the point of view is first- or third-
person.  Write your answer on the line provided. 
 
Joseph was confused.  He was supposed to meet Laura at the library to 
work on a science project, but she was nowhere to be found.  Wondering 
if he had gotten the time mixed up, Joseph decided to check out some 
books on their topic.  As he was getting ready to leave, he saw Laura 
rushing through the front doors.  “Sorry, I am late!” she said.  “You won’t 
believe what happened!” 
 

 
The decorations are up.  The cake is in the center of the table.  Ice cream 
is in the refrigerator.  There are snacks and drinks for everyone.  I look at 
the time, and it is almost 3:00.  I better hurry!  The guests will be here 
any minute for Lee’s birthday party. 
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Answers--Point of View 
 

Point of view refers to the perspective from which a story is told.  When 
a character in the story is telling the story, it is first-person point of view.  
When the story is told by a narrator outside of the story, it is called third-
person point of view.   
 
Examples: 
First-person point of view: 
When the bus came, I got on, carrying my pink backpack.  It was the first 
day of school, and I was nervous.  I smiled, though, when I saw my best 
friend Kevin sitting in the back. 
 
Third-person point of view: 
When the bus came, Sharon got on, carrying her pink backpack.  It was 
the first day of school, and Sharon was nervous.  She smiled, though, 
when she saw her best friend Kevin sitting in the back. 
 
 
Read each short text.  Determine if the point of view is first- or third-
person.  Write your answer on the line provided. 
 
Joseph was confused.  He was supposed to meet Laura at the library to 
work on a science project, but she was nowhere to be found.  Wondering 
if he had gotten the time mixed up, Joseph decided to check out some 
books on their topic.  As he was getting ready to leave, he saw Laura 
rushing through the front doors.  “Sorry, I am late!” she said.  “You won’t 
believe what happened!” 
Third-person point of view 

 
The decorations are up.  The cake is in the center of the table.  Ice cream 
is in the refrigerator.  There are snacks and drinks for everyone.  I look at 
the time, and it is almost 3:00.  I better hurry!  The guests will be here 
any minute for Lee’s birthday party. 
First-person point of view 


