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AAPA WELCOMES EASING OF RULES ON INFLIGHT ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Passengers set to experience greater freedom in choice of personal entertainment 
 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – The US FAA has announced that it is relaxing previous rules 
restricting the inflight use of portable electronic devices, such as tablets, smart phones 
and e-readers.  Inflight cellular communications including voice calls and electronic 
messaging will still be prohibited.  
 
In terms of international implications, FAA rules apply to all US registered carriers.  
International airlines are similarly subject to regulatory oversight by their respective 
national governments.  Individual national regulators will need to make their own 
evaluations and decide if and when to modify their own requirements in this regard.  
Airlines are also required to operate in accordance with agreed guidelines, consistent with 
applicable safety management systems.  
 
Mr. Andrew Herdman, Director General of the Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA), 
commenting on these developments, said, “Airline passengers will certainly welcome 
more clarity about the use of their personal devices on board aircraft, and the 
reassurance that it is safe to do so.  In an ideal world such requirements would be more 
or less standardised worldwide.  This was a point recognised by the expert group which 
carried out the evaluation, which indeed recommended that efforts should be made to 
work with other international stakeholders to harmonise such rules.” 
 
Mr. Herdman added, “Passengers want a consistent flying experience, but given the 
number of individual regulators involved worldwide it will take some time to implement the 
necessary changes.  Asian airlines will certainly be encouraging governments to agree on 
harmonised global standards, preferably on a multilateral basis working through the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).” 
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Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) 
The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia-Pacific region.  
The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international 
representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C.  Collectively, the region’s airlines carry 705 million 
passengers and 16 million tonnes of cargo, representing one-quarter of global passenger traffic and 
two-fifths of global air cargo traffic respectively, and thus play a critically important role in the ongoing 
development of global aviation. 
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