Wide Reading Program 

 (teacher information)

This wide reading program for students in years eight has been developed for the purpose of encouraging all students to read widely in the junior years of secondary school.  

The program is modelled on that of Brighton Grammar by Nerelie Teese, The Southport School by Helen Reynolds and Bremer State High School. We have also been guided by James Moloney’s advice in ‘Boys and books’.  Stephen Krashen’s work, ‘The power of reading: insights from the research’, and Aidan Chambers ‘The reading environment: how adults help children enjoy books’ were also valuable resources.  

Reference was also given to Bremer State High School’s Literacy/Numeracy Policy, and reference to Section 1.6 Literacy/numeracy teaching and learning need to be part of a curriculum planning framework and Section 3 A sociocultural approach to literacy.  The statement “As students read and construct texts within cultural and social contexts they develop an explicit under-standing of the way in which language is used to construct meaning” (p. 27) certainly applies to the ethos of this Reading Program.  

The Literacy/Numeracy Policy also states in Section 4.1a that “the learning activities in which students engage at Bremer are carefully planned to develop and refine students’ understanding and control of texts in their sociocultural contexts, textual features and how and why texts are constructed” (p.28).  We believe that the planning and structure of the Reading Program reflects this important aspect of the literacy development of students at Bremer State High School.

Therefore, Bremer State High School’s Reading Program is based on six main beliefs:

· Reading improves students’ comprehension – it helps them to work out the meaning of new words, and helps them learn how to place words in sentences.

· Reading improves their spelling – the more they see correctly written words, the more they will remember how to spell them.

· Reading improves their grammar, their vocabulary will increase and this will help them better express themselves both orally and in the written word.

· Reading provides vicarious enjoyment – it takes them places they would not normally go, puts them in the shoes of other people and lets them experience how other people live.

· Reading offers insights into life experiences and adventures without leaving the ‘comfort zone’.

· Reading improves academic performance.







(Helen Reynolds, The Southport School).

With this in mind, the small number of students who may not show an interest in fiction materials will be encouraged to explore the NF 920 (biographical) resources.  Magazines, journals, manuals and other materials are not suitable for the reading programme.

Initially, year eights will have a timetabled reading class (single session or half a lesson) in the Library every fortnight where they will select a reading book.  Students must have their ID cards with them for borrowing.  Students will be advised when they should  proceed to the circulation desk for borrowing purposes as loans will be issued ‘en masse’ prior to the end of the reading class, before they leave the Library.

The teachers will conduct the reading classes and introduce students to the fiction collection.  All teachers are expected to read with their students during reading classes.  We trust you will enjoy this opportunity to read and then later discuss your reading interests with your students.

Students will be provided with a Reading Record which will be kept in the Discovery Centre.  This will be issued to the student and then collected during each reading class.  Students (not teachers or teacher-librarians) are responsible for keeping their Reading Record up to date.  The Reading Record enables students to record details of all the books they read during years eight.  The Reading Record also provides lists of recommended books for students in years eight and nine.  The lists will be updated each year as new resources are continually being added to the collection. 
At the end of every term students are to present an oral book report to their class.  These are not long talks, the students only need to do a brief report on one of the books they have read during that term.  We expect that book reports will last between thirty seconds and a minute.  The book reports will count for their end of semester English results. 

To expedite the presentation and marking of the oral book reports, we anticipate that classes will be split into two groups, with their English teacher marking one group and the teacher-librarian marking the other group.  This should mean that the assessment needs only one scheduled reading class and will not impinge on other class activities. 

Students who do not present an oral book report in front of their class will submit a formally written book review to the teacher-librarian.  The written book reviews will be done in the Discovery Centre at lunch time under the supervision of the teacher-librarian.  This could become a marked assessment task where special guests are invited.
The structure and presentation of the Reading Program will be reviewed annually.  We invite any constructive feedback that teachers and students may offer.  Please let us know how the Reading Program can be improved so that all students and teachers may benefit from this initiative.

Michelle Nye

