
Central Problems in Philosophy: Paper Three

Requirements

You are to submit one – page research paper on Thursday  May, addressing one
and only one of the questions listed below. A printed copy of the paper must be
submitted in class.

Guidelines

Essay guidelines are available here: http://goo.gl/jrx

Questions

• Harman () argues that some versions of virtue ethics presuppose a con-
ception of virtue that evidence from psychology suggests is false. Explain and
evaluate this argument, addressing at least one of the following questions:

– Explain the Millgram experiment, explain why Harman thinks it is a
problem for some versions of virtue ethics, and explain how a virtue
ethicist might respond to Harman.

– Slingerland () argues that a version of Confucian virtue ethics is not
vulnerable to Harman’s argument. Explain and evaluate this argument.

Haslanger () proposes theories of both gender and race. Explain and
evaluate at least one of these theories, addressing at least one of the following
questions:

– Explain the difference between conceptual, descriptive, and analytical
projects, as Haslanger defines them.

– Explain how Haslanger’s theory meets at least two of the four broad
concerns that guide her project.

– Explain how Haslanger’s theory would apply to at least one of the racial
concepts that has featured in China, as described by Dikötter ().



http://goo.gl/jrx25
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