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The surviving family shrine
and hearth in Shiogama, the
“sacred place of salt”

Shiogama City is known as the temple city of
Mutsunomiya Shiogama Shrine, located in the
centre of Miyagi prefecture. In Okama Shrine,
the sister of Shiogama Shrine, the deity which is
said to have taught the secret of making salt is
enshrined. Just as the name Shiogama suggests
(translated as place of salt making), this city has
a long history of salt production. The company
Gambare Shiogama was established 5 years ago
in order to revitalize the economy of this area
which is known as the “sacred place of salt”.
Fumio Oikawa, whose main occupation is fish
processing, renovated a part of his workshop
and for the last two years has been implementing
the traditional method of salt making.

Then, the tsunami came and destroyed
Shiogama, leaving Fumio with only the family
altar and the hearth.

“l lost my close friends, my senior lost his
wife, and my younger colleague lost his whole
family. Such events were happening all around
me. In the workshop, only the family altar and
the hearth remained. When | took in this reality, |

thought ‘we have to recover from this disaster as
soon as possible. We have to come together as a
town and form a team.””

With this in mind, on 16th May salt production
at the Gambare Shiogama Company restarted.
Fumio expresses the urgent importance of rapid
community regeneration.

“There are many people who have lost their
homes and are living in temporary housing.
But if we do not set up an industry which can
generate an income for these people, then the
town will sink. Shiogama has the best production
of minced tuna in Japan. But now the factories
and workshops of this important industry, as
well as those for the production of sweets and
other goods, have all been destroyed. In order to
repair these facilities 10,000,000, 20,000,000 yen
is required. But in these circumstances we are
faced with much debt. Is it possible to double
our debts and still go on?”

Telling the things
of the sea, by the sea

Fumio is now considering salt as the key
element in the regeneration of Shiogama. One
such method of revival is to establish a Salt
Museum close to the sea which will provide an
overview of Shiogama'’s history.

“In any home town there exists a buried
treasure. | want to unearth this and set it to work
for the redevelopment of this area. This is a sea
town. People who work on the sea cannot go
into the mountains to work. People who know
only the sea and port cannot simply go to the
mountainside to share their knowledge. While
sensing some kindred spirit with the sea, we
want the museum visitors to share our feelings
and experiences. So if the museum is not by the
sea, it has no meaning. If | am asked ‘What will
you do if another tsunami comes?’, my answer
would be to run away. Even if such a facility is
taken by a wave, as long as we can escape then
another museum can be built.”

The main problem in undertaking the
construction of the Salt Museum is lack of funds.
But they cannot rely on such support from the
authorities who are concentrating their efforts on
clearing the rubble and constructing temporary
housing. Therefore, Fumio wishes to create this
space with the cooperation of local people.

“Just a small donation of 100 yen, 200 yen,
anything is fine, | just want to receive the
support of the people of Shiogama. The money
is accompanied by the people’s sentiments,
and their moral support will give much logistic
backing to this project. | would also like them
to promote it to friends and relatives outside of
the prefecture so that, in some way, each person
who makes a donation becomes a sales person
for the project. This is surely a strong way to
raise funds. ”
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Unearthing the Buried Treasure of our Home Town
Establishing a Place which Citizens Can Be Proud Of
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Minatomachi, Shiogama City (Miyagi Prefecture)
Gambare Shiogama Company /Leader Fumio OIKAWA
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(Above) At Okama Shrine on 4th July a special
ceremony is held for the reaping of seaweed at
Hanabuchihama. The next day a ritual is observed
in which water is replaced in the shrine’s hearth,
and on 6th an ancient rite is observed in which
salt is produced.(Below) The tsunami entered
the workshop just as far as the family altar. When
Fumio returned to the workshop, only the family
altar and hearth remained.
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[Gambare Shiogama Company] This company
produces salt based onthe only traditional
religious ceremony for salt making in Japan. Salt
is made carefully from seaweed and seawater,
forming beautifulcrystallizations which
receive orders from all over the country. Miyagi
Prefecture Shiogama City Minatomachi 2-15-9
URL : http://www.mosio.co.jp
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Promoting the Treasure
of Fukushima to the World
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Things | have realized since
| became a victim

In one stroke after the quake the word
“Fukushima” became known across the world.
With the constant transmission of negative
images, a group of locals have decided to
undertake efforts in the promotion of the
treasures and all the goodness of their town.
This is a group based in Onahama, lwaki city,
Fukushima prefecture, going under the name of
“Community Activation Project MUSUBU”. One
of the members, Sayaka Suenaga, is also the
representative of "ethicafe Ltd.", a company which
sells Fair Trade coffee beans in the city of Iwaki.
The support activities Sayaka has been involved
in date back to directly after the earthquake,
before the establishment of "MUSUBU".

"The day there was an explosion at the nuclear
plant, we held a family meeting, and stayed
the night shut-in at home, but when there was
another explosion the next day, we decided "let's
get out of here", and evacuated to my brother's
home in Tokyo. But upon hearing from a close
friend that they had received no supplies since
the earthquake | decided to gather materials and
return.”

After making an appeal for supplies, a driver,

Mg EE 702 [MUSUBU]
hX&ttethicafeXETE XRKEBE

Onahama, Iwaki City (Fukushima Prefecture)

Community Activation Project

“MUSUBU” / ethnicafe Ltd. representative,

Sayaka SUENAGA

and a truck on twitter, one hundred people
gathered, and a truckload of goods and a driver
were secured. Swiftly setting out for Onahama,
the next thing was to find people who would
cooperate with distribution, again through twitter.
As a result, fifteen local volunteers equipped
with gloves and masks came to her aid. After
that, activities to deliver aid and prepare meals
still continued, but the things that were needed
gradually changed. On April 13, the aid group
was dissolved for the time being, and the move to
another initiative began.

"Not just focusing on restoration / regeneration
support, | also gave consideration to the long-
term revitalization of the community through our
activities. In continuing to do these activities for
the foreseeable future, | wanted people in the
community to remember the name of our group,
so | launched "Community Activation Project
MUSUBU". As the name states (MUSUBU means
"connect" in Japanese), the meaning can be
extended to the idea of "connecting people,
communities, and the world". Through the
disaster | have become a concerned person and |
strongly felt the importance of gaining the concern
of people elsewhere too. While continuing to
distribute information, | want people to keep an
eye on what is happening in Fukushima."

From help messages,
to messages of treasures

Wanting to transmit bright news from Iwaki to
the world, "MUSUBU" has been organizing music
events, and creating a "space" encouraging
communication between the people staying in
temporary housing. On June 26 at the Onahama
Shiome Cultural Exchange Center, a place
suffering serious damage from the tsunami, the
event "Hooked on lwaki Vol.1 ~ Let's clean up
Onahama Shiome Cultural Exchange Center and
enjoy music together!" was held. It began with a
clear-up of the space where mud still remained
and where, of course, there was still no electricity.

"The words "Hooked on" mean "to lose
yourself or get wrapped up in something", but the
message | hoped to convey through this event
was that Onahama has taken a step towards
regeneration. The venue of Onahama Shiome
Cultural Exchange Center had suffered terrible
damage at the hands of the tsunami, but the day
before the event, we called volunteers to help
clean up the mud, install an electric generator,
and set up lighting in preparation for the event
the next day. The musician "Kururi" who ten years
before had shot a promotion video on the coast
of Iwaki City was also one of the participants, and
even though it rained heavily on the day, a great
number of local people gathered."

The words and images of “Fukushima”
appearing in the news fill us with anxiety and
sorrow. However, behind these images there are
people getting on with their lives, there is culture,
and the creation of new things. What "MUSUBU"
transmits is "a message conveying the treasure of
Fukushima".

"1 think "MUSUBU" is always trying to do
"something exciting". Rather than being "for an
individual", or "for someone in trouble", we are

placing importance on whether the things we
are engaged in are exciting or not. Through this
activity we hope that all whom get involved can
share in this excitement, which can be positively
promoted to others."
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» URL : http://musubu.me/

[Community Activation Project "MUSUBU" ]
With active bases in lwaki city, Fukushima and
Tokyo, MUSUBU is organizing and managing
community action, running events, supporting
productcollaborations and promoting the
town. You can also find original goods on their
online shop

URL : http://musubu.shop-pro.jp/
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